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School Bus Products

DRIVER BELTSSTARLAP-SHOULDER 
BELT SEATS

INTEGRATED
CHILD SEAT



Children need to 
be protected in 
EVERY vehicle



On school buses, CPS has 3 stages…

STAGE 1
Rear facing in a 

CSRS with a harness

STAGE 2
Forward facing in a 

CSRS with a harness



Transporting Children Under 5

2 4Integrated 
Child Seat3Vest / 

Harness2Child
Seat1



CSRS for School Buses § 1303.71

ATTACHMENT OPTIONS

• Bus Seat Belts: Lap Belts or Lap Shoulder Belts

• LATCH

• School Bus Seat Back



Reinforced (FMVSS 210)Standard (FMVSS 222) 

Seat Frame Strength

SBR Seat
Seat Belt Ready



Seat BeltsLATCH

Anchorage Options*

Lower Anchors

Tether anchor

* Required on small buses ≤ 10,000 pounds only. Some state and municipal laws apply to larger buses.



CSRS for School Buses § 1303.71

1. Conventional Passenger Vehicle Child Safety Seats

2. School Bus Child Restraints

3. Special Needs Child Restraints



• Require seat belts and/or LATCH for installation.

• Require ample space.

Rear-Facing Forward-facing Special 
Needs

Conventional Passenger Vehicle Child Safety Seats

Booster
Seats



CSRS Designed for Buses

• Lightweight, non-bulky

• Take up little space.

• Install using a cam wrap.

NHTSA image

Cam Wrap

STAR Vest/Harness



NHTSA image

Cam Wrap

CSRS Designed for Buses

• Lightweight, non-bulky

• Take up little space.

• Install using a cam wrap.

NOTE: 
USE OF CAM WRAP MAY RESULT IN LOSS OF 
ROW BEHIND SECURED CHILD!



Cam Wrap Vest / Harness

• System of only Webbing and Hardware

• Full Securement

• NHTSA classifies as “Harness” in FMVSS 213

• Lightweight, non-bulky

• Take up little space



Cam Wrap Add-On Child Restraint

• System of Seat Base, Webbing and Hardware

• Securement with 5-point restraint system

• NHTSA classifies as “School Bus Child Restraint 
System” in FMVSS 213 NPRM (11/2/20)

Age Weight Height
STAR >1 year 26.5 – 65 lbs Up to 52”
Super STAR >1 year 26.5 – 90 lbs Up to 52”
STAR Special Needs >1 year 26.5 – 105 lbs Up to 52”



Integrated Child Seat (ICS)

• Retractable 5-point restraint

• Foldable booster pad

• Fits children 26.5 – 85 lbs

• Stowable child restraint allows for 
use of 3-point restraint
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On school buses, CPS has 3 stages…

STAGE 1
Rear facing in a 

CSRS with a harness

STAGE 2
Forward facing in a 

CSRS with a harness

STAGE 3
Riding on a school 

bus seat, with a seat 
belt whenever 

available



WHY don’t 
school buses have 
seat belts?



Seat Belts on School Buses

Alaska Hawaii

Lap Belt law

Lap-Shoulder Belts on 
New State-Owned Buses

Lap-Shoulder Belt Grant

4823P | 3-8-2025

Lap-Shoulder Belt law

2017

2005

2019

2017

2019

2018

Considered Legislation
Within The Last 5 Years

Active Legislation



PA State Status on School Bus Seat Belts

Type A School Bus

All student seats must have either 
a lap belt or lap-shoulder belt

Type B,C, and D School Bus

No student seat belts required



67 Pa. Code § 171.68. Seat belts



65 
mph

TODAY’S 
SCHOOL BUS

Home school

Field trips

Athletic events

Between schools



Minor SeriousModerate

CRASHES DO HAPPEN



Knoxville, TN  |  December 2014

6–8 children die each year 
as passengers on school buses 

(SOURCE: NHTSA)



‘Heartbroken’: South Carolina leaders react to deadly I-77 school bus crash | WCBD News 2

https://www.counton2.com/news/south-carolina-news/heartbroken-south-carolina-leaders-react-to-deadly-i-77-school-bus-crash/


Debunking Myths 
About Lap-Shoulder Seat Belts on School Buses

Compartmentalization 
is enough



School bus seating over the years



Compartmentalization



Passive protection for UNBELTED  passengers

Seat backs absorb 
passenger crash 
energy

Passengers 
remain in 
compartment 
between seats

Compartmentalization

Established 1977



17,000
Injuries Each Year

Compartmentalization protection



Lacerations
Chipped teeth
Broken noses
Concussions

17,000
Injuries Each Year

Compartmentalization protection



Works ONLY when students are facing 
forward, in proper seating position.

Offers NO protection in roll.

Compartmentalization alone is NOT enough





Debunking Myths 
About Lap-Shoulder Seat Belts on School Buses

Compartmentalization 
is enough

Seat belts 
reduce capacity



One Seat
Fits

3 Smaller Students 2 Larger Students

OR

Seat belts DO NOT reduce capacity



Do NOT overload a seat or allow students to sit on the floor



Debunking Myths 
About Lap-Shoulder Seat Belts on School Buses

Compartmentalization 
is enough

Seat belts 
reduce capacity

Seat belts will be 
used as weapons



Today’s seat belts 
retract into the seat

Seat belts are NOT used as weapons

IMMI has never received a complaint 
about a retractable belt being used to 
hit another student.
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Driver distraction

Belted

Unbelted





Debunking Myths 
About Lap-Shoulder Seat Belts on School Buses

Compartmentalization 
is enough

Seat belts 
reduce capacity

Seat belts will be 
used as weapons

Seat belts are 
too expensive



$5
PER STUDENT  |  PER YEAR

Seat belts are AFFORDABLE



Debunking Myths 
About Lap-Shoulder Seat Belts on School Buses

Compartmentalization 
is enough

Seat belts 
reduce capacity

Seat belts will be 
used as weapons

Seat belts are 
too expensive

NHTSA hasn’t 
approved 
seat belts



MARK ROSEKIND
NHTSA Administrator
11-8-2015

“Our goal is a 
three-point belt 
for EVERY child 
on EVERY bus.”

Washington DC | November 2015



NTSB:
“Our recommendation… 
that ALL school buses 
be equipped with 
lap and shoulder belts.”

Washington DC | May 2018

ROBERT SUMWALT
Chairman
National Traffic Safety Board
May 22, 2018



                 

School Bus Safety Act

• Last fall's version was filed as HR 10022 to implement safety 
recommendations from the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB)

• Installation of seat belts for every seat 

• And other safety measures

• Also create a grant program to help school districts modify their school buses 
to implement the specifications.

Congressman Steve Cohen (TN-9) and Senator Tammy Duckworth (IL)
reintroduced the School Bus Safety Act

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/10022?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22HR10022%22%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.schoolbusfleet.com/10206011/federal-school-bus-seat-belt-legislation-gets-new-proposal


National Seat Belt Support



DRIVER
AIRBAGS

STANDARD

LAP-SHOULDER
BELTS

STANDARD



Debunking Myths 
About Lap-Shoulder Seat Belts on School Buses

Compartmentalization 
is enough

Seat belts 
reduce capacity

Seat belts will be 
used as weapons

Seat belts are 
too expensive

NHTSA hasn’t 
approved 
seat belts

Seat belts 
slow evacuation



A child with LESS 
injuries can evacuate at 

the click of a button

Seat belts AID evacuations



Debunking Myths 
About Lap-Shoulder Seat Belts on School Buses

Compartmentalization 
is enough

Seat belts 
reduce capacity

Seat belts will be 
used as weapons

Seat belts are 
too expensive

NHTSA hasn’t 
approved 
seat belts

Seat belts 
slow evacuation

Students 
won’t wear them



Students will wear seat belts

• Develop an enforceable usage policy 

• Policy approved by administration and school board 

• Driver expectations for student usage 

• Written policy for driver handbooks, student handbooks, and 
parent sign-off letter

“Don’t buckle, don’t ride”
-Helena, MT School District



Resources



HOW CAN YOU IMPACT SCHOOL BUS SAFETY?

EDUCATE 
SCHOOL

DECISION
MAKERS

USE
RESOURCES

ENCOURAGE
PARENTS TO 

DEMAND 
SEAT BELTS



Download our Resource Sheet for links

https://brandfolder.com/immi/school-bus-resources-2025


Implementation Guide

Usage Guide



66youtube.com/imminet1



State Transportation Association List



State Transportation Association List



KATIA DUBAS
ydubas@imminet.com

 info@imminet.com
 
 imminet.com

QUESTIONS

https://brandfolder.com/immi/school-bus-resources-2025


Thank you for participating in the School 
Transportation Webinar: 

Improving Child Passenger Safety 
In Our School Buses 

Thank you to our presenter Katia Dubas and 
to our moderator Linda Kerstetter!  

Please Type 
Questions in the 

Q&A

This webinar is approved for 1 CPS CEU. Event ID #: 8120
Proof of attendance will be emailed tomorrow from Zoom

This webinar was recorded and will be available on 
www.pakidstravelsafe.org 

http://www.pakidstravelsafe.org/
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