Counterfeit Car Seats

Unsafe “counterfeit” or “knock-off’ car seats have recently been available for sale
online. The most obvious tell-tale sign that a car seat may be counterfeit is the
missing label that states the car seat conforms to National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 213 (FMVSS 213).
The car seats may be missing the registration card, car seat instruction manual,
harness retainer clip (chest clip), and labels. Counterfeit car seats use materials
that look similar to those used on car seats that meet the federal standards. When
the counterfeit car seats were tested, dangerous chemicals were found in the
textiles and during crash testing, the dummy fell out of the car seats.

Car seats that meet FMVSS 213 will have:

+ A car seat instruction manual and registration card.

+ The required safety labels:
+ Name and address of the Manufacturer
+ Verification that it conforms to federal standards
+ Date of manufacture and model number
+ Basic instructions for correct use and installation

+ A harness retainer clip (chest clip) which is found on all car seats in the US.

Harness components that are generally made of metal.
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When examined, counterfeit car seats were found to have:
+ All seat parts made of plastic; including the buckles.

+ A poorly fitting harness for the child and missing the chest clip.

+ Aloose piece of plastic used for the harness adjuster on the underside of the carrier.

+ A flimsy part provided to attach the carrier to the base. With very little pressure that part almost
shapped.

+ No car seat instructions, registration card, or safety labeling, including the date of manufacture.

+ Plastic so flimsy that it could be bent by hand.
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Call 1-800-CAR-BELT to find out how to have your car seat evaluated by a child passenger safety technician.
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Car Seat Expiration and Replacement Information

Car Seat Manufacturer’s Expiration Date: Each car seat manufacturer determines the life span for their car seats.
Most manufacturers suggest replacing a car seat at 6 years from the date of manufacture, although some car seats have a life span up to
10 years. Always read and follow the car seat manufacturer’s instructions to determine the recommended life span of a car seat.
Expiration dates are a way for car seat manufacturers to provide guidance on the expected “useful” life of their car seat. The car seat Model / Modéle 31511708
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Car Seat Involved in a Crash

Car Seat Involved in a Crash: Always follow the car seat NHTSA recommends that child safety seats be replaced following a moderate or severe crash in order to
manufacturer’s guidance about replacing a car seat if you are ensure a continued high level of crash protection for child passengers. NHTSA does not recommend that
involved in a crash. The forces in a collision can sometimes a car seat be replaced following a minor crash.

cause unseen damage. This hidden damage may keep the car seat Minor crashes are those that meet ALL of the following criteria:

from properly protecting the child in future crashes. Some car seat
manufacturers recommend that a car seat be replaced after a
crash of any severity, even a minor crash. Some car seat
manufacturers follow the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) recommendations.

The vehicle was able to be driven away from the crash site.
The vehicle door nearest the safety seat was undamaged.
There were no injuries to any of the vehicle occupants.
The air bags (if present) did not deploy.

There is no visible damage to the safety seat.
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