el Guide to Avoiding . R
Leo8 Non-Compliant & Counterfeit Car Seats .- =
. ¥ Beware: Non-Compliant and counterfeit car seats are being advertised and sold online and are found on man

¥ ccommerce platforms. These car seats do not meet Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 213 (FMVSS 213)

. and are potentially dangerous for children. Car seats that meet FMVSS 213 are made using a safe and tested

" design. Non-compliant car seats meet requirements of other countries. Counterfeit car seats are made with
cheaper materials and untested designs, making these products unsafe. Pennsylvania law states that car seats
used to secure children in vehicles must meet FMVSS 213.
Tips to Ensure a Car Seat Meets Federal Safety Requirements and Pennsylvania Law
Car seats that meet safety requirements will have: - ~
- A car seat instruction manual and registration card.
. Required safety labels:
o Name and address of the car seat manufacturer
o Verification statement that it conforms to federal standards
o Model number and date of manufacture
» Basic instructions for correct use and installation 1-800 CAR BELT
o Airbag WARNING label on rear-facing car seats \_ww.pakidstravelsafe.org )
/f This child restraint system conforms to all applicable Federal motor vehicle safety\ )
standards. When used with the h stem: This Restraint is Certified fo . o .
(et I Moot Vehices and Arcrat, When saed without the hamess systemasa || Statement: “This child restraint system conforms to all
belt positioning booster: This Restraint is Not Certified for Use in Aircraft. Child 1 1 2
restrap;sls coc:::ll‘lighe recallgd folss.';;ryalr:al;n:. You rrllzst ?(;gisstz:r;hisn;;tmimlto be apphcable Fede!'al mqtor Vethle Safety Standards °
reached in a recall. Send your name, address, e-mail address if available and the . If a label with this statement is not present on the car Seat,
L the car seat is non-compliant and could be counterfeit.
(1-855-686-2872).
For recall information, call the U.S. Government's Vehicle Safety Hotline at Label includes the car seat manufacturer’s name and address.
1-888-327-4236 (TTY: 1-800-424-9153), or go to http://www.NHTSA.gov.
\\ Register your child restraint with the manufacturer. woun J )
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o Rear-Facing
o Forward-Facing
o Belt-Positioning Booster Seat
« Basic instructions
o Car seat use
. . FORWARD-FACING
o Installation with seat belt or LATCH s e N EQUIREMENTS
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‘ A WARNING
DO NOT place rear-facing child seat on
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. . e children 12 and under.
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e Car seats that are missing the required warning and safety labels,
P or have labels that are poorly worded with grammatical errors, should not be used.
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Locate the car seat instruction manual and a car seat registration card: In addltlon‘
to safety labels, car seats and booster seats are required to come with instruction
manuals and a registration card. If your car seat is missing this essential
paperwork, there is a high probability the car seat is counterfeit.

Car seat manufacturers use the registration information
to contact owners about safety issues and recalls.

Register Car Seats with the Manufacturer:

« Every car seat has a model number and manufacture date.
o Some counterfeit car seats will have a label with a model number and
manufacture date. To be certain that the car seat meets safety
requirements, register the car seat with the manufacturer. q

& THINGS YOU NEED

TO REGISTER

YOUR CHILD'S CAR SEAT.

« Registering your car seat allows the car seat manufacturer to contact you: Ll () [
o If there is an issue with the model number and date of manufacture, or woseL e w

o If there is a recall.

Car Seats Can Be Registered:

« Online at the car seat manufacturer’s website using the model number
and manufacture date found on the car seat label.

OR

« Online at https://www.nhtsa.gov/vehicle-safety/car-seats-

and-booster-seats#registration.
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o “SELECT BRAND/MAKE”
o Then select “GO TO WEBSITE”
o Complete the online form using the
model number and manufacture date
found on a car seat label and submit.
. It takes just a few minutes to register your car seat.
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« By filling out the registration card that came with the car seat.
o The registration card has the car seat’s model number and
manufacture date.

OoJ B bicaesr = Mail the card; no postage required. .
When there are any questions about whether a car seat is genuine, contact the car seat ]
manufacturer through customer service by phone or through their website.
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Tips to Avoid Non-Compliant and Counterfeit Car Seats

Look for obvious flaws.

. Non-Compliant car seats have labels that do not meet the labeling requirements of FMVSS 213. L

. Counterfeit car seats were found to have:
» Missing labels and registration card.
o Poorly fitting harness for the child, with harness webbing width less than 1.5 inches.
o A flimsy or plastic piece that attaches the car seat carrier to the base.
o Plastic parts that deform easily with little pressure.

Example: Dona with
required labels

Y

Example: Doona with
fake and missing labels

_—

Buy in person: Go to a retail store to help ensure the car seat
was manufactured to meet federal safety requirements.

Buying online? Ask these questions:
« Does the manufacturer of the car seat have a website?
« Does the cost of the car seat seem too good to be true?
. Is the car seat being sold by a trusted retailer, such as
Target or Buy Buy Baby?


https://www.nhtsa.gov/vehicle-safety/car-seats-and-booster-seats#registration
https://www.nhtsa.gov/vehicle-safety/car-seats-and-booster-seats#registration

