
Tips to Ensure a Car Seat Meets Safety Requirements and Pennsylvania Law

Statement: “This child restraint system conforms to all
applicable Federal motor vehicle safety standards”. 

If a label with this statement is not present on the car seat,
the car seat is non-compliant and could be counterfeit. 

Car seats should not be used if they are missing the
required warning and safety labels, or have labels that

are poorly worded with grammatical errors. 
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Is your car seat approved? 
Look for the labels and the car seat instruction manual before buying or using a car seat to transport your child.

Non-compliant and counterfeit car seats are advertised and sold online on many ecommerce platforms. 
Approved car seats meet all United States Safety Standards.
Non-compliant car seats do not meet the United States Safety Standards, this includes car seats
manufactured for other countries. 
Counterfeit car seats are made with cheaper materials and untested designs, making the products unsafe.
Pennsylvania law states that car seats used to secure children in vehicles must meet US Safety Standards.

Car Seat
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Car seats that meet safety requirements have an instruction manual and a registration card.

Airbag WARNING
Label on Rear-Facing

Car Seats

Basic Instructions for Correct Use and Installation

Basic Instructions for correct use include:
Child weight and height ranges for
each mode of use:

Rear-Facing
Forward-Facing
Booster Seat

Basic Installation Instructions:
Seat Belt or LATCH 
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If you feel like you might have a non-compliant or counterfeit car seat:
Contact the car seat manufacturer’s customer service by phone or through their website.
STOP using your car seat, borrow one from a friend or purchase a new approved car seat.

Wording the states the
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Car Seat
Instructions

CAR SEAT CHECKLIST TO ENSURE A CAR SEAT MEETS 
SAFETY REQUIREMENTS AND PENNSYLVANIA LAW

Instruction Manual
Registration Card
Car Seat Manufacturer Name
Model Number & Manufacture Date
Weight and Height
Basic Use and Installation
Warnings Certification Labels

for Other Countries

Information included on the side
of car seat:

Limited written information
Use of pictures to provide
instructions

Information included on the side of car seat:
Weight and Height
Basic Use and Installation Instructions 

Required air bag warning
for all car seats that can
be used rear-facing.

Air bag warning label
with limited information.

Unknown Brand Name
Missing Labels
Grammatical Errors or Foreign  
   Languages on the Labels

1-800 CAR BELT
www.pakidstravelsafe.org

Missing Labels

No Instruction Manual
No Registration Card
Lightweight Plastic that Bends Easily

Compliant
Meets US Safety Standards

Non-Compliant
Does Not Meet US Safety Standards

Seat Selection and Use

Air Bag Warning for Rear-Facing Car Seats

Use on Aircraft Counterfeit Car Seats


