
Register Car Seats to Receive Recall and Safety Notifications
 A recall is issued when a car seat manufacturer or the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) determines a car seat creates a safety risk or fails to meet
minimum safety standards. By registering a car seat, the manufacturer can contact
you and guide you through the recall process. Register car seats in one of three ways.

1-800-CAR-BELT www.pakidstravelsafe.org 1-484-446-3008

LOVE ME, BUCKLE ME...
EVERY TRIP, EVERY TIME, EVERY VEHICLE

Parents want to do everything possible to make sure their child is safe when traveling in the car.
Correctly securing children in an age-appropriate car seat, booster seat, or seat belt is the most
important action to prevent injury in a crash. Encourage caregivers to use a car seat that meets
safety standards, is in good working order, and has not exceeded the car seat manufacturer’s
recommended life span. 

By Mail with the
registration card that
came with the car seat. 

The car seat registration
card includes the: 

Model Number, and 
Manufacture Date  

No postage is required
to mail the card.

Online at the car seat manufacturer’s website. 
Complete the form providing the model
number and manufacture date found on
the car seat label.

Online at: https://www.nhtsa.gov/equipment/car-seats-and-booster-seats
Go to Registration and select the manufacturer of the car seat. 
Complete the form and submit. 

Do not delay in contacting
the car seat manufacturer
for a repair kit and fix the
car seat as soon as possible.  
Most recall notifications
permit the use of the
car seat while you wait for
the free repair kit. 
Using a recalled car seat or
booster seat is almost always
safer than letting a child ride
in just a seat belt. 
Many problems are minor,
but some can be serious. 
All recalls should be fixed. 

https://www.pakidstravelsafe.org/
https://www.pakidstravelsafe.org/
https://www.nhtsa.gov/equipment/car-seats-and-booster-seats


Car Seat Manufacturer’s Expiration Date

Always read and follow the car seat manufacturer’s instructions to determine the recommended
life span of a car seat. Expiration dates are determined by the car seat manufacturer and indicate the
expected “useful” life span of the car seat. The life span varies and can be from 6 to 10 years. Expired car
seats are not considered safe and should not be used.

Check the car seat labels and instructions to determine the car seat expiration date. 
The date of manufacture can be found:

On the label that provides the model number. 
The sticker may be found on the back, side, or bottom of the car seat.

Molded into the plastic shell of the car seat.
The expiration date may be provided as a month and year or number of years from the:

                         Date of manufacture                          OR                          Date of original purchase.

Always follow the car seat manufacturer’s guidance about replacing a car seat involved in a crash.
Some car seat manufacturers:

Recommend a car seat be replaced after a crash of any severity,
even a minor crash. 
Follow the NHTSA recommendations that car seats be replaced
following a moderate or severe crash. 

NHTSA does not recommend that a car seat be replaced
following a minor crash. Minor crashes are those that meet
ALL the following criteria: 

The vehicle was able to be driven away from the crash site. 
The vehicle door nearest the safety seat was undamaged. 
There were no injuries to any of the vehicle occupants. 
The air bags (if present) did not deploy. 
There is no visible damage to the safety seat. 
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LOVE ME, BUCKLE ME...
EVERY TRIP, EVERY TIME, EVERY VEHICLE

Car Seat
Instructions

Vehicle Owner’s
Manual

Car Seat and Belt-Positioning Booster Seats Involved in a Crash
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