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LATCH Manual Update: Several Car Seat  
Manufacturers Change Inflatable Seat Belt Policy 

 

Inflatable Seat Belts (ISBs) have been an available 
option in the outboard seating position of some 
Ford and Lincoln vehicles for the past five 
years.  Over that time, the number of Ford/Lincoln 
models with this option has grown (see current list) 
and now includes both two- and three-row 
vehicles. Ford has provided new data to car seat 
manufacturers to help them assess the effectiveness and safety of ISBs for car seat installation and several 
car seat manufacturers have modified their policies for ISBs in recent months. 

 

Safe Rides News issued an update to the 2017 LATCH Manual to update the inflatable 
seat belt (ISB) policy for Aprica, Baby Jogger, Graco, and Teutonia.  These 
manufacturers now allow for use of the Ford inflatable seat belt with some installations 
of their car seats. Information on the manufacturers update for use with Ford’s vehicle 
lap and shoulder belt ISB can be found on the Safe Ride News website at http://
saferidenews.com by selecting LATCH Manual updates.  Below are the changes 
updated as of October. 
 

Note: The LATCH manual provides the list of car seat manufacturers and their policy on 
the use of ISBs with their car seats. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APRICA / BABY JOGGER / TEUTONIA  

 Now allows the use of Ford vehicle lap-shoulder ISBs with Rear-Facing Only (RFO) car seats when installed 
without the base. At this time, Aprica, Baby Jogger, and Teutonia do NOT allow the use of ISBs for installation 
with RFO car seats installed with a base.  

 Aprica, Baby Jogger, and Teutonia strongly encourages consumers to utilize the LATCH system for RFO car 
seats installed with a base. 

 

GRACO  

 Now allows the use of Ford vehicle lap-shoulder ISBs with RFO car seats when installed without the base.  At 
this time, Graco still does NOT allow the use of ISBs for installation with RFO car seats installed with a base.  

 Convertible, combination, and all-in-one car seats are also approved, but when installing DO NOT use the 
shoulder belt lock-off with inflatable belt systems.  

 All models of Graco booster seats may continue to be used with Ford ISBs. This includes all Turbo Booster 
models, Nautilus used as a belt positioning booster (both with and without back) and Smart Seat, 4Ever and 
Milestone all-in-one car seats used as a belt positioning booster.  

 Graco strongly encourages consumers to utilize the LATCH system RFO car seats installed with a base. 

Current vehicles with Ford’s inflatable seat belts as an available option 

Ford Lincoln 

Edge MY 2015 and newer Continental MY 2017 

Explorer MY 2011 and newer MKT MY 2012 and newer 

Flex MY 2012 and newer MKX MY 2015 and newer 

Fusion MY 2013 and newer MKZ MY 2013 and newer 

F-150 MY 2015 and newer MY = Model Year 

http://saferidenews.com
http://saferidenews.com
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Diono Car Seat Recall and School Buses  
 

Diono determined that installing certain car seats forward-facing with a lap-only seat belt without attaching 
the tether may fail to meet the performance requirements of  FMVSS 213. Use of a lap-only seat belt is not 
common today in passenger vehicles, but would be common if the car seat is used on a school bus.  
 

Among conventional car seats, these Diono models may be useful for transporting preschoolers and children 
with special needs due to their relatively high harness-use weight limit, their narrow/shallow dimensions 
and low sides (that may accommodate small children wearing hip casts).  Therefore, it is important for 
school transportation providers to be aware of this recall.  

 

The recall affects only installations in which the Diono car seat is installed using a lap-only seat belt.   

 The convertible car seat may be affected by this recall if  the convertible car seat is used forward-facing with the 5-point 
harness, installed with a lap belt ONLY, AND without top tether attached. 

 The convertible car seat is NOT affected by this voluntary recall if the car seat is used forward-facing with the 5-point 
harness AND your child is under 65 pounds AND it is installed with: 

 the SuperLATCH system, OR  

 lap-shoulder belt, OR  

 with top tether attached. 
 

The recalled Diono seats are safe to use if: 

 the free remedy kit is acquired and properly used, OR  

 the installed car seat includes attaching the tether.  
Note: Tether anchors are available on only some school bus vehicle seats.   
 

DIONO Recall 
Models:  Olympia, Pacifica, Radian R100, Radian R120, Radian RXT, and Rainier CRs. 
Manufacture Dates:  November 25, 2013, through September 5, 2017 
Remedy: NHTSA says Diono will provide an energy absorbing pad, new chest clip, and updated instructions.  
Contact: 855-215-4951. An external secure site was set up to check and register for a remedy kit if you are 
affected: diono.expertinquiry.com  
NHTSA recall #: 17C003 

Save The DateðWebinars Scheduled 
 

February 28, 2018 from 12:15 pmð1:30 
“Overview of Pediatric Injury Biomechanics: A focus on Side and Rollover Crashes” 
Speaker: Aditya Belwadi, Ph.D., Scientist II and Thrust Lead, Center for Injury Research and Prevention, The Children's Hospital 
of Philadelphia 
The presentation will provide an overview of pediatric injury biomechanics with a focus on side impact (keeping in mind the new 
proposed NPRM by NHTSA on side impact) and rollover crashes with children in child seats. 
 
March 14, 2018 
“The Standard of Care for Transporting Students—A Legal Overview”  
Speaker: Richard C. Kelly, Esq., RC Kelly Law Associates, LLC 
The presentation will discuss recent case law and current legislation and regulations about student transportation regarding liability 
and how to establish best practices in risk management related to student transportation.        

Vacancy Announcement: Southwest Regional Outreach Coordinator 
The Pennsylvania Traffic Injury Prevention Project is seeking a full-time Regional Outreach Coordinator to implement child 
passenger safety and traffic safety education programs for families, children, health care providers and community agency staff 
throughout southwestern Pennsylvania (Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver, Butler, Fayette, Greene, Indiana, Lawrence, Washington, 
and Westmoreland counties).  The Outreach Coordinator is responsible for the implementation of the Traffic Injury Prevention 
program’s contract deliverables.  Collaboration with regional community partners is essential to ensure the safe transportation of 
children. The Regional Outreach Coordinator job description is available upon request.  

 

Interested applicants are encouraged to contact and/or submit a resume of education and work experience to  
Angela Osterhuber at aosterhuber@paaap.org or 484-446-3036. 

The Municipal Police Officersô Education & Training Commission (MPOETC) has approved the 2018 
CPS Technical Update for 6 Continuing Law Enforcement Education (CLEE) credit hours. TIPP 
regional coordinators are approved with the MPOETC and will provide a separate CLEE sign-in sheet during 
class for officers who would like to receive 6 CLEE credit hours.  The CPS Technical Update also provides 
officers with 6 CEU’s needed for CPS recertification. Technical Updates are free to attend and can always be 
found on pakidstravelsafe.org. Currently scheduled update classes are listed in this mailing.  
Please note: This approval from the MPOETC is only for the TIPP CPS technical update class content taught 
by approved instructors. 

https://diono.expertinquiry.com/
mailto:aosterhuber@paaap.org
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Registration is now open for the  
2018 NHTSA REGION 2 CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY TECHNICAL CONFERENCE  

 

MONDAY -WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19-21, 2018 
 

Location: Ocean Place Conference Center: 1 Ocean Boulevard Long Branch, NJ 07740 
 

 Conference Registration: $195.00  

 Earn 6 CEUs (Continuing Education Units) towards your recertification.  

 Website:  http://www.nj.gov/oag/hts/childseats/childtraining.html 

 To register for the conference: http://www.cjfhc.org/index.php/en/upcoming-events/event/55/-REGISTRATION-NOW-
OPEN!--2018-Region-2-Child-Passenger-Safety-Technical-Conference---March-19-21--2018 

 Hotel reservations: on line at https://reservations.travelclick.com/13199?groupID=1722516 or by phone 1-800-411-6493, using 
the code O0318NHTS.  All hotel reservations must be made no later than February 19, 2018 for the conference rate of $105.00 
per night.  

Rear-Facing to Age 2 
 

In 2007, Injury Prevention published a peer reviewed study, “Car Safety for Children: Rear-
Facing for Best Protection” that said children younger than age 2 “were less likely to be 
severely injured when using a rear-facing car seat than a front-facing car seat.” Data from the 
National Automotive Sampling System Crashworthiness Data System (NASS-CDS) from 
1988—2003 was used in the study. This study, along with similar data from Sweden, 
prompted the American Academy of Pediatrics in 2011 to recommend all children be rear-
facing until age 2. Car seat manufacturers soon began rolling out seats that enabled extended 
rear-facing use.   

 

In September 2017, Dorel issued a statement that it would no longer recommend a minimum forward-facing age of 2 years old. 
This was the result of information provided by an independent researcher who looked at the original data from NASS-CDS from 
1988—2003, but also included more recent data from 2004—2014.  This study found that children who were one year of age were 
significantly safer in forward-facing car seats.  The results were in conflict with the original study. 
 

In 2017, a new study was published in Injury Prevention that reevaluated the safety benefits of securing children in a rear-facing 
car seat versus a forward-facing car seat.  Researchers used NASS-CDS data from 1988-2015. The study found that, for children 
from birth to 11 months and 12 months to 23 months, there was a lower rate of injury for children secured rear-facing compared to 
forward-facing.  The child injury data available in the NASS-CDS is insufficient to state that the difference is statistically 
significant. The authors stressed that “there is no evidence that current recommendations are harmful.” However, “These field data 
are inadequate to statistically support the safety benefit of rear-facing.” 
 

In December 2017, Injury Prevention published a retraction of the original article from 2007.  
 

What should we tell parents? 
Car seats are very effective in preventing injuries for children when used correctly.   
 

The American Academy of Pediatrics and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration recommendations remain the same.  

 American Academy of Pediatrics:  

 All infants and toddlers should ride in a rear-facing car safety seat until they are 2 years of age or until they reach the highest 
weight or height allowed by the manufacturer of their car safety seat. 

 National Highway Traffic Safety Administration:  

 Birth—12 months: Your child under age 1 should always ride in a rear-facing car seat.  

 1—3 years: Keep your children rear-facing as long as possible . It is the best way to keep him or her safe. 
 

Resources 
NHTSA Guidance on Recommendations for Rear-Facing and Forward Facing Child Seats 9/2017 
http://cpsboard.org/cps/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/NHTSA-RF-FF-recs.pdf 
 

Dorel Position: Minimum Age Criterion for Forward Facing 9/2017 
https://safety1st.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/115003861323-DOREL-POSITION-Minimum-Age-Criterion-for-Facing-Forward 
 

Expressions of Concern: car safety seats for children: rear facing for best protection 7/2017 
http://injuryprevention.bmj.com/content/early/2017/07/03/ip.2006.015115eoc1 
 

Rear-facing versus forward-facing child restraints: an updated assessment 11/2017 
http://injuryprevention.bmj.com/content/early/2017/11/25/injuryprev-2017-042512  
 

The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia post “New Evidence Supports Children Under 2 are Safest Riding Rear-Facing” 12/2017 
https://injury.research.chop.edu/blog/posts/new-evidence-supports-children-under-2-are-safest-riding-rear-facing#.Wl0gw66nEdU 
 

Retraction: Car Safety Seats for children: rear facing for best protection 12/2017 
http://injuryprevention.bmj.com/content/early/2017/12/20/ip.2006.015115ret 

http://www.nj.gov/oag/hts/childseats/childtraining.html
http://www.cjfhc.org/index.php/en/upcoming-events/event/55/-REGISTRATION-NOW-OPEN!--2018-Region-2-Child-Passenger-Safety-Technical-Conference---March-19-21--2018
http://www.cjfhc.org/index.php/en/upcoming-events/event/55/-REGISTRATION-NOW-OPEN!--2018-Region-2-Child-Passenger-Safety-Technical-Conference---March-19-21--2018
https://reservations.travelclick.com/13199?groupID=1722516
http://cpsboard.org/cps/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/NHTSA-RF-FF-recs.pdf
https://safety1st.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/115003861323-DOREL-POSITION-Minimum-Age-Criterion-for-Facing-Forward
http://injuryprevention.bmj.com/content/early/2017/07/03/ip.2006.015115eoc1
http://injuryprevention.bmj.com/content/early/2017/11/25/injuryprev-2017-042512
https://injury.research.chop.edu/blog/posts/new-evidence-supports-children-under-2-are-safest-riding-rear-facing#.Wl0gw66nEdU
http://injuryprevention.bmj.com/content/early/2017/12/20/ip.2006.015115ret


Child Passenger Safety Trainings 

The CPS Certification course provides the training 
necessary to become a certified CPS technician.  This 

four-day course establishes CPS certification for a two-
year cycle.  The fee is $85.  To register, go to 

cert.safekids.org. 

The CPS Renewal course is for CPS technicians 
with an expired certification. The one-day course 
allows re-certification for a two-year cycle. The 

fee is $85.  To register, go to                         
cert.safekids.org. 

The TIPP CPS Technical Update class has been 
pre-approved for 6 CEUs towards           re-
certification.  Please contact TIPP if you are 
interested in hosting an Update class for CPS 

technicians in your area.  

For questions on how to create a personal profile or register for a class, please go to http://cert.safekids.org/ResourcesFAQs/Howto.aspx. 

Update Course : Please RSVP if planning to attend.  Class earns 6 CEUs toward CPS Recertification 

Warren County  
Date: April 9, 2018  
Time: 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Pennsylvania State Police—Troop E 
11025 Murray Road 
Meadville, PA 16335 
Contact: Mary Lakari 
Phone: 814-838-9971 
Email: mlakari@paaap.org 
 

Montour County  
Date: April 12, 2018 
Time:  9:30 AM -  3:30 PM 
Geisinger Medical Center 
100 N. Academy Avenue 
Danville, PA 17822  
Time:  9:30 AM -  3:30 PM 
Contact: Cathy Connors 
Phone: 570-471-3026 
Email: cconnors@paaap.org 
 

Wayne County 
Date: April 20, 2018 
9:30 am -3:30 pm 
Children and Youth Services 
648 Park Street 
Honesdale, PA 18431 
Contact: Cathy Connors 
Phone: 570-471-3026 
Email: cconnors@paaap.org 

Renewal Courses 

Allegheny County 
Date: February 16, 2018 
Time: 9:00 am—3:00 pm 
Pittsburgh EMS  
220 Liberty Av and 22nd Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
Contact: Kathy Strotmeyer 
Phone: 412-885-0266 
Email: kstrotmeyer@paaap.org 
 

Indiana County 
Date: March 20, 2018 
Time: 9:00 am—3:00 pm 
PSP Troop A  
4221 Route 286 Highway West 
Indiana, PA 15701 
Contact: Kathy Strotmeyer 
Phone: 412-885-0266 
Email: kstrotmeyer@paaap.org 
 

Blair County 
Date: March 21, 2018 
Time: 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
PennDOT District 9 
1620 N. Juniata Street 
Hollidaysburg, PA 16648 
Contact: Kelly Whitaker 
Phone: 814-943-3360 
Email: kwhitaker@paaap.org 
 

Luzerne County 
Date: March 27, 2018 
Time: 9:30am-3:30am 
Northeast Training Center 
1989 Wyoming Avenue 
Forty Fort, PA 18704 
Contact: Cathy Connors 
Phone: 570-471-3026 
Email: cconnors@paaap.org 

Chester County  
Course ID: PA2018010951 
Date: April 16, 17, 23, 24, 2018 
Time: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
West Goshen Township Police 
Department 
1025 Paoli Pike  
West Chester, PA 19380 
Contact:  Lori Aguilera 
Phone: 610-344-5557 
Email: laguilera@chesco.org 
 

Lackawanna County  
Course ID: PA 2018010948 
Date: May 15—18, 2018 
Time: 9:00 am—5:00 pm  
John Hancock Memorial Lodge  
1 Aston Mountain Road  
Moosic, PA 18507 
Contact: Cathy Connors 
Phone: 570-471-3026 
Email: cconnors@paaap.org 
 

Mercer County 
Course ID: PA 201711211134 
Date: June 5—8, 2018 
Time: 9:00 am—5:00 pm  
Sharon Fire Dept. 
155 W. Connelly Blvd.  
Sharon, PA 16146 
Contact:  Mary F. Lakari 
Phone: 814-838-9971 
Email: mlakari@paaap.org 

Chester County  
Course ID: PA201712051169 
Date: January 24, 2018 
Time: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
Longwood Fire Company 
1001 E Baltimore Pike 
Kennett Square, PA 19348 
Contact: Teresa DeSantis 
Phone: 484-446-3078 
Email: tdesantis@paaap.org 
 

Blair County 
Course ID PA201712011157  
Date: January 31, 2018 
Time: 9:00 am—5:00 pm 
Pennsylvania State Police— Troop 
G Headquarters 
1510 N. Juniata Street 
Hollidaysburg, PA 16648 
Contact: Kelly Whitaker 
Phone: 814-943-3360 
Email: kwhitaker@paaap.org 
 

Washington County 
Course ID PA201712041167  
Date: February 15, 2018 
Time: 9:00 am—5:30 pm 
Peters Township Fire Department 
245 East McMurray Road 
McMurray, PA 15317 
Contact: Kristen Urso 
Phone: 412-692-5931 
Email: kristen.urso@chp.edu 

Certification Courses  

Erie County 
Course ID: PA2018010531 
February 28, 2018 
Time: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
North East Police Department 
58 East Main Street 
North East, PA 16428 
Contact: Mary Lakari 
Phone: 814-838-9971 
Email: mlakari@paaap.org 
 

Indiana County 
Course ID: PA201712011160 
Date: March 6, 2018 
Time: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
Citizen’s Ambulance Service 
2712 West Pike Road 
Indiana, PA 15701 
Contact: Kathy Strotmeyer 
Phone: 412-885-0266 
Email: kstrotmeyer@paaap.org 
 

Westmoreland County 
Course ID: PA201712041168 
Date: March 20, 2018 
Time: 9:00 am – 5:30 pm 
PA State Police Southwest Training 
Center 
2900 Seminary Drive 
Greensburg, PA 15601 
Contact: Kristen Urso 
Phone: 412-692-5931 
Email: kristen.urso@chp.edu 

Luzerne County 
Course ID: PA 2018010952 
Date: March 22, 2018 
Time:  9:30 am -  3:30 pm 
Northeast Training Center 
1989 Wyoming Avenue 
Forty Fort, PA 18704  
Contact: Cathy Connors 
Phone: 570-471-3026 
Email: cconnors@paaap.org 
 

Lycoming County 
Course ID PA201711291148 
Date: April 18, 2018 
Time: 9:00 am—5:00 pm 
Montoursville Borough Building 
617 North Loyalsock Avenue 
Montoursville, PA 17754 
Contact: Cathy Connors 
Phone: 570-471-3026 
Email: cconnors@paaap.org 
 

Mercer County 
June 4, 2018 
Course ID: PA201711301153 
Time: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
Sharon Fire Department 
155 West Connelly Boulevard 
Sharon, PA 16146 
Contact: Mary Lakari 
Phone: 814-838-9971 
Email: mlakari@paaap.org 

Venango County  
Date: April 3, 2018  
Time: 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
UPMC Seneca Place South 
classroom 
3163 State Route 257 
Seneca, PA 16346 
Contact: Mary Lakari 
Phone: 814-838-9971 
Email: mlakari@paaap.org 
 

Montgomery County  
Date: April 5, 2018  
Abington Training Center 
Time: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm 
2200 Florey Lane 
Abington, PA 19001 
Contact: Teresa DeSantis 
Phone: 484-446-3078 
Email: tdesantis@paaap.org 
 

Warren County  
Date: April 5, 2018  
Time: 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Youngsville Police Department 
40 Railroad Street 
Youngsville, PA 16371 
Contact: Mary Lakari 
Phone: 814-838-9971 
Email: mlakari@paaap.org 

Lycoming County  
Date: April 24, 2018  
Time:  9:30 AM -  3:30 PM 
Montoursville Borough Building 
Montoursville, PA 17754 
Time:  9:30 AM -  3:30 PM 
Contact: Cathy Connors 
Phone: 570-471-3026 
Email: cconnors@paaap.org 
 

Monroe County 
Date: May 2, 2018 
Time: 9:30am-3:30am 
Monroe County Emergency 
Management 
100 Gypsum Road 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360 
Contact: Cathy Connors 
Phone: 570-471-3026 
Email: cconnors@paaap.org 
 

Wyoming County 
Date: May 8, 2018 
Time: 9:30am-3:30am 
Wyoming County Emergency 
Operations Center 
388– SR6 
Tunkhannock, PA 18657 
Contact: Cathy Connors 
Phone: 570-471-3026 
Email: cconnors@paaap.org 
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